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Theſe were more Noble than thoſe in Theſſa- 
lonica; in that they received the Word 
with all Readineſs of Mind, and ſearched 
the Scriptures daily, whether eboſe Things 
were ſo. 


Therefore many of them believed. 


HIS Encomium upon the Bereans, will at 
all Times furniſh us with Variety of uſeful 
Inſtruction, and on the preſent ſolemn Oc- 


calion, ſuggeſt ſuch Reflections as, I hope, will not 
be thought unſeaſonable. 


AT the Beginning of this Chapter we read, that 
St Paul, during his Stay at Theſſalanica, where was a 
Synagogue of the Jeus, zealouſly. exerted himſelf in 
making Converts to Chriſtianity. As his Manner was, 
be went in unto them, and three Sabbath Days reaſoned 
with them out of the Scriptures, opening and alledging, 
that Chrift muſt needs have ſuffered, and roſe again from 
the Dead; and that this Jeſus, whom he preached unto 

them,, 
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them, was Chriſt. Upon this, we find that ſome of them 


believed, and conſorted with Paul and Silas; Others, 
which believed not, being moved with Envy, raiſed a Tu- 
mult in the City, committing ſuch Outrages, and Acts 
of Violence, that the Diſciples were forced to provide 
for the Safety of the Apoſtle and his Companion, by 
immediately ſending them away by Night unto Berea, 
another City of Macedonia. There likewiſe the Jews 
had a Synagogue, and the Word of Gop was preached 
by Paul unto them, concerning whom it is faid in my 
Text, Theſe were more Noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica; 
in that they recerved the Word with all Readineſs if 
Mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether tho: 
Things were ſo. — More Noble; that is, of a better Diſ- 
poſition; more candid, fair, and ingenuous than the 
others; open to Conviction, and yet not ſo entirely and 
implicitly relying upon the Authority of the Apoſtle, 
as to omit ſearching and examining, whether the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, relating to the Meſliah, 
were faithfully quoted, and conclufively applied by him, 
or not. After an impartial Hearing of his Doctrine, 
and a daily, that is, diligent Scrutiny into it, by cloſely 
comparing it with their own Scriptures, they gave ſuch 
a full Aſſent to it, as Reaſon and Revelation required 
from them, and many of them believed. 


Taz Evidence upon which the Jews founded their 


Belief, was chiefly deduced from the Writings of their 


own Prophets, to. which St Pau! conſtantly referred 
them, in order totheir being ſatisfied, that all the antient 
and well known Predictions concerning the Meſſiah, 

were 
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were litterally compleated, and preciſely fulfilled in the 


Perſon of- the bleſſed Jeſus. 


Tux Phraſe, receiving the Word, muſt be underſtood | 


in a Senſe ſomewhat difterent from this, when applied 
to the Greeks, or Gentiles; for we read. that many of 


them alſo believed, upon the Apoſtle's publiſhing the. 


Goſpel Terms of Salvation. The Jewiſh Scriptures 
here, could be of no Weight or Authority; and there- 
fore, the Argument drawn from the Completion of 
Prophecies, could not carry any ſuch Conviction with 
it, as it did in the former Caſe. However, though no. 
diſtinct mention be made in the Text of the ſeveral. 
Topicks which St Paul inſiſted upon, and which the 

Spirit of Go p ſuggeſted to him, whereby he might 
perſuade each Sort of Hearers to embrace Chriſtianity ; 
yet we find at the Cloſe of this Chapter, that his Speech, 
with great Propriety adapted to the Gentile as well as 


to the Few, was in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of = 


Power ; that he appealed to the ſignal Proof given of 
the divine Miſſion of our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, by 
the Miracles which they wrought, and above all, that: 
he opened and alledged the Excellency and Purity of 
that Religion which they made known to the World, 
the Reaſonableneſs and Wiſdom of the Doctrine itſelf, 


Taz inſpired Writer particularly mentions. two. 
Reaſons of the Preference given to the Diſciples at 
Berea; namely, in that they received the Word with all 
Readineſs of Mind; and in that they ſearched the Scrip- 
tures daily, whether thoſe Things were ſo, as they were 
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them, was Chriſt. Upon this, we find that ſome of them 
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believed, and conſorted with Paul and Silas; Others, 
which believed not, being moved with Envy, raiſed a Tu- 
mult in the City, committing ſuch Outrages, and Acts 
of Violence, that the Diſciples were forced to provide 
for the Safety of the Apoſtle and his Companion, by 
immediately ſending them away by Night unto Berea, 
another City of Macedonia. There likewiſe the Jews 
had a Synagogue, .and the Word of Gop was preached 
by Paul unto them, concerning whom it is faid in my 
Text, Theſe were more Noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica; 
in that they received the Word with all Readineſs if 
Mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether thiſ: 
Things were ſo. — More Noble; that is, of a better Diſ- 
poſition; more candid, fair, and ingenuous than the 
others; open to Conviction, and yet not ſo entirely and 
implicitly relying upon the Authority of the Apoſtle, 
as to omit ſearching and examining, whether the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, relating to the Meſſiah, 
were faithfully quoted, and conclufively applied by him, 
or not. After an impartial Hearing of his Doctrine, 
and a daily, that is, diligent Scrutiny into it, by cloſely 
comparing it with their own Scriptures, they gave ſuch 
a full Aﬀent to it, as Reaſon and Revelation required 
from them, and many of them believed. 


THe Evidence upon which the Jews founded their 
Belief, was chiefly deduced from the Writings of their 
own Prophets, to. which St Pau! conſtantly referred 
them, in order totheir being ſatisfied, that all the antient 
and well known Predictions concerning the Meſſiah, 
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were litterally compleated, and preciſely fulfilled in the | 
Perſon of-the bleſſed Jeſus. 


Tux Phraſe, receiving the Mord, muſt be underſtood 
in a Senſe ſomewhat different from this, when applied 
to the Greeks, or Gentiles; for we read. that many of 
them alſo believed, upon the Apoſtle's publiſhing the. 
Goſpel Terms of Salvation. The Jewiſh Scriptures 
here, could be of no Weight or Authority; and there- 
fore, the Argument drawn from the Completion of 
Prophecies, could not carry any ſuch Conviction with 
it, as it did in the former Caſe. However, though no. 
diſtin mention be made in the Text of the ſeveral 
Topicks which St Paul inſiſted upon, and which the 
Spirit of Go p ſuggeſted to him, whereby he might 
perſuade each Sort of Hearers to embrace Chriſtianity ; 
yet we findat the Cloſe of this Chapter, that his Speech, 
with great Propriety adapted to the Gentile as well as 
to the Jew, was in Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of © 
Power; that he appealed to the ſignal Proof given of 
the divine Mifſion of our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, by 
the Miracles which they wrought, and above all, that: 
he opened and alledged the Excellency and Purity of 
that Religion which they made known to the World, 
the Reaſonableneſs and Wiſdom of the Doctrine itſelf. 


Tur inſpired Writer particularly mentions two. 
Reaſons of the Preference given to the Diſciples at 
Berea; namely, in that they received the Word with all 
Readineſs of Mind; and in that they ſearched the Scrip- 
ah, res daily, whether thoſe Things were ſo, as they were 
ere delivered 
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delivered by the Apoſtle. This is the diſtinguiſhed and 


amiable Character, whereby they are recorded in facred 
Hiſtory. 


As ſuch a Behaviour in the Heareys of the Goſpel, 
will at all Times contribute to the Enlargement of 
CuRIST's Kingdom, their Example muſt be allowed 
highly to deſerve our Imitation. — In the following 
Diſcourſe therefore, 1 ſhall 


I. F1RsT endeavour to repreſent the Excellency of 
their Diſpoſition, who receive the Mord with all Readi- 
neſs of Mind. © 


II. SzconDLY, To ſhew, that it is the Duty of all 
Chriſtians, according to their ſeveral Capacities, to be 
diligent and careful in ſearching the Holy Scriptures, 
wherein this Word is contained. 


III. Trirply, From what ſhall have been delivered, 
I ſhall deduce ſome ſuitable Obſervations, both with 
Regard to the Diſpenſers, and Receivers of the Word 
of Gop. 


I. THAT Word which Gop ſent unto the Chil- 
aren of Ijrael, preaching Peace by Jeſus Chriſt, has 
from Age to Age been faithfully tranſmitted to us in 
the Books of the New Teſtament; wherein are com- 
priſed all Things that are neceſſary to be believed and 
practiſed by Chriſtians. Although therefore, the Scrip- 
tures referred to in the Text, are thoſe of the Old 


Teſtament only; yet, by Parity of Reaſon, the Writ- 


ings 
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ings of the New, are to us the Rule of Faith, or a 
Summary of thoſe divine Truths, which are peculiar to 
the Chriſtian Religion. The general End indeed of 
the Old and New Teſtament is * one; they are the 
Diſpenſations of one and the ſame Gop, and both center 
in the Meſſiab; the Difference between them, conſiſting 
chiefly in this, that the Books of the Old Teſtament 
taught Salvation through CHRISH＋H that ſhould come, 
thoſe of the New, through Cu R1sT that was come. 


Bur what little Impreſſion would all the perſuaſive 
Arguments, all the powerful Exhortations, even of 
St Paul have made upon his Hearers, without a Read:- 
neſs of Mind, a Willingneſs to receive Inſtruction, on 
their Parts? And what ſmall Effect will the various 
Motives to Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, ſet forth in 
the Goſpel, now have on the Practice of Chriſtians, un- 
leſs they receive the Word with Simplicity and Integrity 
of Heart, with an unfeigned Deſire to know, in order 
to perform the Will of Go p, contained in it? This 
is the chief Qualification neceſſary to @ profitable Hear- 
ing of G oD's Word, the only one taken notice of in 
the Text; and indeed, moſt others are eaſily reducible 


to it; atleaſt, without it, all others are unavailing. It 


pre- ſuppoſes a Freedom from Partiality and Prejudice, 
which diſturb the Mind, and pervert the Judgment. 
It includes in it, that ſincere Love of Truth, which 
leads to the habitual Practice of every moral Virtue, 


— 


* Hookes's Eccl. Polity, Book 1. Sect. 14. Bp. of London's Third 
Paſtoral Letter, p. 61. 
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and is the very Foundation upon which Religion is built. 
This teachable, and honeſt Diſpoſition, is by our bleſſed 
Saviour, in his Parable of the Sower, compared to the 
Good Ground, The one thews its Fertility, upon pro- 
per Cultivation ; and the other, upon due Inſtruction 
will not fail to diſcover and exert itſelf. In ſhort, this 
Temper of Mind, prompts Men to attend impartially 
to Reaſon and Revelation, which are the only Means 
whereby the Will of Gop can be made known to 
them. 


RE As ON is the Word of G op, written in the 
Heart of Man. Thoſe who liſten to it, are enabled 
to form to themſelves worthy Notions, concerning 
the divine Nature and Perfections; and to diſcern the 
eſſential and unchangeable Difference between Good 
and Evil. None can neglect this Giſt that is in them, 
without great Uneaſineſs and Remorſe: The ſincere 
Inquirers after Truth, are indefatigable in improving it. 


Nox are they leſs attentive to the Voice of Reve- 
lation — Having maturely confidered and weigh'd the 
evident Proofs, that the Chriſtian Religion is truly of 
divine Inſtitution, they ſincerely and ſtedfaſtly believe 
its Doctrines; being thoroughly convinced, that the 
Duties which it enjoins, are moſt reaſonable in them- 
ſelves, and neceflary to their future, as well as preſent, 
Happineſs, they fail not conſcientiouſly to practiſe 
them. They make that facred Book, which is the 
Repoſitory of theſe Doctrines and Duties, their Coun- 
ſellor and their Guide; they thankfully accept and em- 
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brace the Terms of Salvation, therein declared and 
made known, and are earneſt in the Purſuit of the 
moſt important and valuable Knowledge, even the 
Knowledge of the only true Gop, and our Saviour Ixsus 
Cur1sT, or the revealed Will of Gop, in the Goſpel. 


II. T#1s brings me, in the Second Place, to ſhew, 
That it is the Duty of all Chriſtians, according to their 
ſeveral Capacities, to be diligent and careful in ſearch- 
ing the Holy Scriptures ; imitating the Example of the 
Bereans, whoſe Praiſe is in the Goſpel, firſt, in that 
they heard the Word with all Readineſs of Mind; ſe- 


condly, in that they ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether 
thoſe Things were ſo. 


THAT this is a Duty incumbent on all Chriſtians, 
may be inferred 


1. FIRST, From the Exhortations of our bleſſed 
Saviour Himſelf to his Hearers, that they ſhould ſearch 
the Scriptures, as a Means, whereby they might diſ- 
cover the Truth of his Doctrine. His frequent Ap- 
f peals to their Knowledge of the Scriptures of the Old 
n Covenant may, by Analogy of Reaſon, be applied by 
us to thoſe of the New. 


2. Bu r Secondly — That which is a Rule to all, 
ought to be known by thoſe to whom it is made a 
Rule; elſe it is a Rule in vain. That which concerns 
all, ſhould be the Subject of every one's Enquiry. It 
is true, ſome have not natural Capacity and Ability; ; 
B 2 and 
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and where Ignorance is really invincible, it claims Ex- 


cuſe and Pity. Others have but few Talents committed 
to them, and where much has not been given, much will 

not be required by an all-gracious GOD. In general, 
the intellectual Faculties of Men, are exerted and im- ir 
proved in very different Degrees, and with a very great 1 


Diſparity amongſt them. 


NEe1THER are Moral Qyalifications equal in all. Many 
do not Receive the Word with that Readineſs of Mind, 
with which it ought to be recerved. Some are immerſed 
in Vice and Senſuality: Others are ſtrangely perverſe 
and obſtinate; the former cannot, the latter will nt 
open their Eyes to religious Truths. They who are 
hurried and tranſported by violent Paſſions and Pre- 
judices, are as unlikely to hearken to the Precepts of 
the Goſpel, as thoſe Perſons are to find their Way, 
who wilfully ſhut their Eyes againſt the Light which 
j | they ſhould walk by. They hate to be reformed, and 
therefore caſt the Word of Truth behind them, Theſe 
are Obſtructions which hinder Men from reading and 
. underſtanding holy Writ, and which, by the Way, 

prove the Uſefulneſs of appointing a peculiar Order of 

Perſons to teach the Ignorant, to excite the Unattentive, 

and to reprove the Vicious; but the beſt Method of 

removing theſe very Impediments, is to be learnt from 

the Scriptures themſelves, which are profitable for 

. Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, and for Inſtruction 
in Righteouſneſs ; and therefore it is the Duty of Chriſ- 
tians in general to be diligent and careful, according to 
their ſeveral Capacities, in ſearching thoſe ſacred Writ- 
ings, 
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ings, wherein they will find an unerring Rule of their 
Faith and Practice. 


AGAIN — All Men are — and moſt nearly 
intereſted, in whatever conduces to their own Happi- 
neſs. Now thoſe Doctrines which are neceſſary to the 
Happineſs of all, even their eternal Happineſs and Sal- 
vation, being revealed in the Scriptures, it is evident 
that it behoves all diligently to enquire into the latter, 
that they may not be ignorant of the former. Thoſe 
who would be directed in the Way that leads to ever- 
laſting Life, will gladly follow the divine Guidance; 


thoſe who are deſirous of being inſtructed in G o Ds 


Will, and their own Duty, will heedfully apply them- 
ſelves to the Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, wherein 
both of them are declared and explained, 


ANOTHER Argument to this Purpoſe, ariſes from 
the Clearneſs and Perſpicuity with which all the Doc- 
trines neceſſary to Salvation are delivered. Theſe may 
be underſtood without Depth of Learning, or Com- 
prehenſiveneſs of Genius; as they are neceſſary to be 
believed by all, they are adapted to the Capacities of 
all. They are of the utmoſt Weight and Importance, 
and yet the Acceſs to the Knowledge of them is eaſy. 


BuT it may be objected — Is there not mention 
made, even in the Writings of the New Teſtament, of 
ſome Things hard to be underſtood ? and are not the Lu- 


learned and Unſtable ſaid to wreſt the Scriptures to their 


own Deſtruction? — To which we reply, that if the 


whole 


| 
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whole Paſſage where theſe Words occur, be laid together 
and conſidered, it will appear, that St Peter meant it 
as a Caution, not to deter Men from reading the Epiſtles 
of St Paul, but to read them with greater Diligence, 
Care and Attention. A Prohibition from reading them 
cannot be meant by it, becauſe ſuch an Interpretation 
would flatly contradi& ſeveral Places which expreflly 
require and command the Searching into them; and it 
is obſervable, that the Epiſtles of St Pau/, as well as 
of the reſt of the Apoſtles, are directed to all Behevers, 
They may have been the accidental Cauſe of Schiſms 
and Hereſies, and wreſted to countenance Errors; but 
it cannot be inferred from thence, that they ought not 
to be read at all, only that they ſhould be read with 
Deliberation, Humility, and Impartiality. | 


Tur laſt Argument which I ſhall mention, whereby 
this Duty of Searching the Scriptures may be enforced, 
ſhall be drawn from the frequent Admonitions which 
are therein to this very Purpoſe. JWhatſoever Things 
were written aforetime, were written for our Learning. 
They are able to make us wiſe unto Salvation. The Gon 
of Mercy would have all Men to be ſaved, and to come 
to the Knowledge of the Truth. St James calls upon 
his Proſelytes to recerve . with Meekneſs the ingrafted 
Word, which was able to ſave their Souls; and St Paul 
charges his Diſciples, and in them all ſucceeding Chriſ- 
tians, that the Word of Gop ſhould dwell richly in them; 
that they ſhould grow, as in Grace, fo likewiſe in the 
Knmnoledge of our Lord and Saviour Ixsus CnRISr. 


FROM 
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FROM what has been hitherto offered it appears, 


that, as the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith are to be 
found entire and uncorrupted in the Writings of the 
Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, without any Additions of 
human Invention, the beſt Means of compoſing all 
Differences among thoſe, who ſincerely deſire to under- 
ſtand and practiſe the Truth, is to have Recourſe to 
the ſacred Oracles themſelves; or in other Words, that 
the Scriptures are the only infallible Rule * whereby 
to judge of Controverſies amongſt Chriſtians. 


Wurd new or uncommon Doctrines are propounded, 
they ſhould be brought to the Teſt of that ſure Criterion, 
the Mord of GO D. If in ſuch Doctrines there be any 
Points repugnant to what is contained in thoſe holy 
Writings, we may ſafely conclude them not of GOD; 


for Go cannot contradict Himſelf. 


[ T appears likewiſe, that the Method uſed by the 
Church of Rome to keep the common People in Igno- 
rance of the true Meaning of Scripture, is to the laſt 
Degree unjuſtifiable, and ſuch an Inſult on the Under- 
ſtandings of Men, as cannot ſufficiently be abhorred 
and deteſted, — It is every Man's Duty, according to 
his Ability, to acquaint himſelf with the Grounds of 
the Religion he profeſſes; in order to which, he ſhould 
receive Inſtruction with all Readineſs of Mind, and be 
careful and diligent in ſearching the Scriptures, whether 


— — 
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the Things in which he has been inſtructed, are conſo- 
nant to them, or not. 


III. Ir remains, Thirdly, That I ſhould deduce from 

what has been delivered, ſome ſuitable Obſervations 

both with Regard to the Diſpenſers and Receivers of 
the Word of Gop. 


Bur before I proceed to theſe Obſervations, it is in- 
cumbent on me to premiſe, that nothing by Way of 
Direction or Advice to the venerable Audience, before 
whom I ſtand, is intended by them. It behoves me 
rather, with all Humility and Readineſs of Mind, to 
apply myſelf to You, RicuT REVEREND FATuss, 
as a Receiver of the Word from You, and not as a 
Diſpenſer of it, or of any of its Admonitions and In- 
ſtructions to You. It becomes me rather (if aught of 
this Kind becomes me) to beg Leave to refer You to 


thoſe Scriptures, which have been the Subject of my = 
Diſcourſe; to that Church, over which our Loxp has t 
made you immediate Overſeers, and to the Words of p 
that Office, which is relative and peculiar to this awful al 
and ſacred Solemnity. ; ar 
ti 

Wir reſpect to ſubordinate, with reſpect to in- 

ferior Diſpenſers, an Obſervation or two upon what 
has been ſaid, may not be altogether ſo unſuitable, and of 
without its Uſe. ſey 
6 at . 
I. Ir then it be every Man's Duty to ſearch the Scrip- pre 
tures; if it be an high Commendation of thoſe that do; of 
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ouch m ut it be eſteemed the Duty of the Di 


penſers of them to the People to make them their daily 


Employment and Study. Leſs, much leſs ſurely is 
required to qualify Men to be fit Receivers of the Word, 
than is required to qualify them to be publick Teachers 
of it. 


 Trover an intimate Acquaintance with, and an ac- 
curate Skill in the Languages, in which this Word was 
wrote, is not in the general to be expected from Hear- 
ers or Readers of it in their own Tongue, yet are they 
highly expedient to a right dividing, and to a juſt and 
conſiſtent Interpretation of the ſeveral Parts of it, ſome 
of them confeſſedly obſcure, or 3 claſhing and 
interfering with one another. 


WHrarT Pains are ſtill required to unravel and to ac- 


count for Scripture-Difficulties, may be inferred from 


the many Years Pains that have already been taken by 
pious and learned Men to this Purpoſe ; and yet, after 
all, there is Room enough left for further Diſquiſitions 
and Diſcoveries, the Effect of the like intenſe Applica- 
tion, and of the like aſſiduous and laborious Search. 


AGAIN, Secondly — We have within the Compaſs 
of this Chapter an Account of St Paul's preaching three 
ſeveral Times, at three different Places; at Tbeſſalonica, 
at Berea, and at Athens; and at each Time and Place 
preaching upon the ſame Subject, comprized in the laſt 
of his Diſcourſes, under two Words — Jeſus, and the 
Reſurrettion, ke of the Goſpel may learn from 

C hence, 
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n what are their true and proper Subjects, even 
the great and important Doctrines as well as Duties 
of it. The Term [Wonp!] made uſe of in the Text 
as a Term for the whole Goſpel, further — qa 
to them as their ſpecial and appointed Province. 


THESE indeed were Subjects, as employed for the 
Converſion of Jews to Chriſtianity, that were immedi- 
ately neceſlary to that End; and are they not Subjects at 
this Day, and in theſe Times become highly: ſeaſonable 
and requiſite to be fully and frequently inculcated; as a 
Means to prevent the Increaſe of Opinions inconfiſtent 
with Scripture, in a Church and Nation that were once 
diſtinguiſhed for their 8 and —— in the 
Chriſtian Faith? 


Wrr x Regard to Receivers of the Word, for their 
Inſtruction . Uſe it may be nba | 
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* 


Fi RST, That the Faith of the — Was 
ſtrictly rational; founded upon Evidence fit to produce 
Conviction, They received. the Word with Readineſs; 
they ſearched the Scriptures whether 3 We were 
fo; and e they W 


Tre flea bt ester of an Aﬀent to 
the Truth of the: Goſpel in every Receiver of it. It 
is not to be received and embraced upon the bare Word 
of the * of i it, n more chan. che Berean Con- 

verts 


i — CE 
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verts received or believed what St Paul preached, 
barely upon ; his Authotity. 


'T, 


Tux fame Diſpoſition of Mind, and the "We dili- 
gent Search, have in all Ages generally produced the 
fame Effect Whereas, if Men ſearch not with a 
Readineſs to recerve, but with Inclinations and Wills, 
perverted by their Paſſions and Luſts, to diſown and 
teject the Goſpel; no Wonder it meets with Cavils 
and Exceptions to it. Let them but follow our Loxy's 
Rule — Sincerely and honeſtly endeavour to Do the 
divine Will, and of Courſe, the Doctrines pretending 
to a divine Revelation will find an eaſy Reception from 
them; then they may with all Freedom, conſiſtent 
with Ingenuouſneſs and Candor, examine che Grounds 
on which ſuch Pretenſions are built. 


I oBsER VE, Secondly, The great Advantage it 
was to Chriſtianity, to the Growth and Increaſe of it, 
to meet with ſuch Converts to it, and conſequently, 
ſuch Advocates for it, as theſe Men were. Men of 


$ 

5 perfwadable Minds, and who ſearched with Diligence 
„ in order to be ſatisfied. One BeFever thus made adds 
. more Weight and Strength to the Chriſtian Cauſe, 


than great Numbers of thoſe, who receiving it only 
upon Tradition and Truſt, and with an implicit Faith, 
are at the ſame Time unable to _ a Reafon of the 
Hope N! is in them, 1 


IT may be obfirend, Thirdly, How mock the Re- 


ception of the Goſpel depends upon the Diſpoſition of 
C 2 Mens 


nm 
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Mens Minds. That very Doctrine which met with 
ſuch Oppoſition from the People of Theſſalonica, met, 
we find, with a ready — from the People of 
Berea. The Doctrine was one and the ſame, and the 
Preacher of it was the ſame; ſo that there lay no Ob- 
ſtacle in the Way to the Reception of it, but what 
aroſe from the Indiſpoſition of the Receivers. 


HE ARERs of the Word preached ought to weigh 
this Obſervation well, before they proceed to charge 
their Want of ſpiritual Improvement from the Mini- 
ſtration of it, to any Want of Proper Qualifications | in 
the Diſpenſers of it, 


Uron the Whole — Both Receivers · and Diſpen- 
ſers of the Word have all imaginable Reaſon to con- 
clude, that the Faith of theſe Converts, as it was ſtrictly 
rational, ſo it was truly practical; attended with Re- 
ſolutions, ſupported by the divine Grace, to obey that 
Word, which with ſuch Readineſs they had received, 
and which upon ſuch Conviction they had embraced. - 


IT is not to be thought, that a Faith which was the 
Effect of ſuch Diſpolitions of Mind, and of ſuch dili- 
gent Searches after the Truth, could be unattended 
with the natural and genuine Fruits of it—an holy and 
unblameable Life: Unattended with theſe Fruits, it 
had been in Them, what it muſt be in Us — Us the 
Preachers, and You the Hearers of the Word — Un- 


profitable and Vain. 
Tuan 
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u 
Ourſelves and upon Vou, may appear in and from our 
Converſation and Practice, 


Tur the proper Influence of eur Preaching, 


© GRANT, we beſcech Thee, Almighty Go p, that 
the Words which we have heard this Day with our 
' outward Ears, may, through thy Grace, be ſo grafted 
' inwardly in our Hearts, that they may bring forth in 
© us the Fruit of good Living, to the Honour and Praiſe 
' of thy Name, through Je Us CuR15T our Lord, 
' Amen. 
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